The topic of supranational organizations of East-European émigrés during the Cold War still remains a lesser-known topic. There were a number of anti-Communist organizations between 1948-1989, consisting of former politicians, diplomats, soldiers, lawyers or academics from behind the Iron Curtain.
Introduction
The story of East European 1 anti-Communist exiles during the Cold War, for many years a neglected topic, is almost unknown but has recently become the object of historical and political research (Nekola, 2017) . The best known political internationals were the International Peasant Union, associating sympathizers of peasant and smallholder parties banned by the Communists, or the Christian Democratic Union of Central Europe created to support Christian democratic policy in exile, as the name suggests. Nevertheless, cooperation was tightening also across various professions in a similar way. Non-Communist union workers established their International Center of Free Trade Unons in Exile in Paris in late 1948 and also the internationals of exiled students, writers, lawyers, and academicians were organized at around the same time. They intended to transfer their activities into the exile and then to become a counterweight to professional unions and central guild organizations back home which had fallen under total Communist control and which had then usurped the sole right to speak on behalf of an entire profession.
The exiled journalists had a much more important task: To counteract reports on developments behind the Iron Curtain from being simply mendacious red propaganda and also to criticize reports from the official mass media and to set the record straight. Nevertheless, little is known about the initiative of exiled journalists from Albania, Bulgaria, Belarussia, Czechoslovakia, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Romania, Ukraine and Yugoslavia to found their international federation and to hold conscientiously the torch of the struggle against false propaganda. They were using their most powerful weapons, the pen and the truth.
Origins of the Federation
The determination to inform the Western public on what was happening in the East motivated the establishment of the International Federation of Free Journalists of Central and Eastern Europe and Baltic and Balkan Countries (IFFJ). Its aims were clear, as stated in the founding Charter: "To oppose any totalitarian doctrines which misrepresent the principles of freedom of the press and tasks and obligations of the press towards nations and towards humanity, and which violate the basic freedom of man and nations" (IFFJ, 1952 (Kopecký, 1981) .
The formation of IFFJ was concluded at the first congress, held on 27-28 November 1948, in Paris, with more than 120 participants representing twelve nations subjugated by the Soviets. 2 The global membership base soon grew to 1,300 journalists, publishing 350 exile periodicals with a monthly circulation of more than one million copies. The most numerous and influential group were the Poles, with their exile journalist syndicate of 390 members, active in 14 countries.
The founders of IFFJ stated the reasons for its constitution in the preamble:
In the present period of history, when the fate of nations and of individuals depends on the issues undertaken on a world-wide scale, and when an unprecedented crisis threatens our civilisation, based on Christian moral principles, we, delegates of organisations of free journalists from Central and Eastern Europea and Baltic and Balkan countries, think that the time has come to unite the forces of journalistspeople of good will, who respect the proper meaning of words and ideas such as truth, freedom and democracy. (IFFJ, 1952) As another practical by-product of its wide range of activities, IFFJ attempted to assist exile journalists to find jobs, to market their writings, and to perform tasks in the propaganda struggle for which journalists were particularly suited, or to which they could make a special contribution of talent, experience and knowledge.
The Paris congress had various outcomes including two resolutions towards the United Nations. One called on Western countries for a more serious focus on human rights that were being violated in the Soviet-occupied parts of Europe, and the other accused the International Organization of Journalists of succumbing to Communist propaganda. IFFJ tried to alert the world public about the minimal exchange of information between the free world and the countries behind the Iron Curtain, the expulsion of Western correspondents, the totalitarian control over all communication channels, and the ongoing efforts of Stalinist regimes to subjugate all aspects of free human will. IFFJ congresses usually took place every two years. After the London congress in December 1949, the Federation planned another congress in West Berlin for the end of April 1952, to include invitations to Communist journalists to attend the Congress as a sort of challenge to debate. If refused, this negative could be used as a good propaganda talking point and, if accepted, could turn into a show with great interest to mass media. The initiative, however, was later abandoned out of fear that the Communists might turn the entire congress into another of their propaganda performances. In the end, around 120 free journalists attended the Congress, held in the auditorium of Berlin Technical University, and manifested their determination to defend freedom of the press in Communist regimes. Many guests from American and West-European political, cultural and media circles ensured widespread attention to the event (Piatkowska-Stepniak, 2002).
Against Hammer and Sickle
The structure of IFFJ more or less mirrored the organizations of a similar nature. The congress/plenum of dele- gates of all national associations served as the highest authority of IFFJ. The Board of Directors, composed of two permanent delegates of each national association and of members of the Executive Commitee was in charge of the general management. The nine-headed Executive Committee (Chairman, three Deputy Chairmen, Secretary General, Treasurer and three more members) was directed to hold meetings once a month and to maintain contacts with partner organizations and institutions. In addition, an editorial board came into being to oversee all publications released under the banner of IFFJ: bulletins, booklets. memoranda and, above all, the annual reports of the state of freedom of the press in the world and the IFFJ Bulletin quarterly. In addition to the London headquarters, a number of regional branches of IFFJ were established. The very important IFFJ-American Regional Union (ARU) opened in New York City in December 1951, led by the Pole Zygmunt Nagórski. He was soon replaced by Mihai Făr-căşanu, head of Romanian desk of Radio Free Europe (RFE). ARU was largely financed by the Free Europe Committee (FEC) 3 through a monthly contribution of $500.00. ARU was, at the time, very important to RFE in gathering and presenting material and information. However, with the development of RFE's own information service, IFFJ's contributions were no longer required and the financial support was reduced in January 1953. Compared to previous years, FEC also minimized funding for other IFFJ branches, publications, congresses, conferences, coloquia, exhibits and other events. Only ARU continued to draw regular contributions from FEC, thanks to the personal friendship of Bolesław Wierzbiański and the FEC President C. D. Jackson (Wierzbiański & Piatkowka-Stepniak, 2001 ). As a downside of this connection, occasional doubts appeared, that IFFJ was a Polish monopoly and other national delegations had much smaller powers.
No less important than ARU were the IFFJ offices in Munich, publishing monthly Freie Presse Korrespondenz (Dumitrescu, 1997) , in Rome and Stockholm. The Swedish branch administered IFFJ activities in all Scandinavian countries and was headed by Polish-Romanian pair, Norbert Zaba and Georges de Serdici. Beginning in October 1952, it published the monthly Se Upp! with a circulation of up to 10,000 copies. The situation seems to have been more complicated in Paris, where a significant group of exile intellectuals, journalists, artists and writers resided. Union des Journalistes Libres de l'Europe Centrale et Orientale was founded in 1948 under the presidency of Hungarian József Szilágyi and served as an umbrella organization for about 100 journalists. It refused to renounce its independence by merging completely into IFFJ and to become "subordinated" to London headquarters. Members of the Union had strong ties to la Radiodiffusion Française, l'Agence France-Presse and other leading information channels in France, and were, therefore, useful partners for IFFJ. Despite personal disputes and controversies over who had the right to nominate delegates for the upcoming international conferences and overseas trips, both organizations cooperated very closely, as a single entity. The press organ of the exile journalists in Paris was the monthly Le Journaliste libre, whose editor-in-chief, Mato Vučetić, had been the director of the information service of the Yugoslav exile government during World War Two.
IFFJ operated its own press agency, the Free European Press Service (FEPS) which specialized in news from behind the Iron Curtain. Originally, IFFJ suggested it would have the role of a regular press agency, serving Western broadcasting and press by supplying current information on the latest developments behind the Iron Curtain. Another proposed medium was an information and research institute, using materials and a "braintrust" from scattered groups of experts. It was hoped that "such an institute would undertake a scientific study of all problems pertaining to the new order in Eastern Europe, and thus render an invaluable service to those seeking to understand the hidden meaning and general purpose of actual events" (IFFJ, 1952) . American sponsors didn't show as much enthusiasm toward the idea and IFFJ had to settle for a more modest variant. FEPS was launched with editorial offices in London and New York in June 1950. Funding was assured by putting it on a commercial basis, in other words by regular contracts for the supply of news. FEPS soon started to publish various bulletins, distributed on a subscription basis, such as the Monthly Report on Soviet Affairs.
In October 1949, the Executive Commitee of IFFJ submitted an application for the granting of consultative status with the United Nations and UNESCO. After a long bureaucratic decision-making process, both organizations were approved in 1951. Thus IFFJ became the only "exile group" to be admitted to the UN arena. It was the very first chance for the oppressed nations of Central and Eastern Europe to have the question of their plight openly raised before the important bodies within the UN. Press Associations and Institutes, and, especially, the International Federation of Journalists, based in Brussels, which considered IFFJ a friendly, fraternal organization.
Conclusion
The bloody repression of the Hungarian uprising by Soviet tanks in the autumn of 1956 completely altered the atmosphere within the exile communities. The hope of return, and of the defeat of the Kremlin's satraps dissipated along with enthusiasm for engaging in exile structures such as IFFJ. 
